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Activities abounded 
Townsfolk had plenty to do 100 


It was a French visitor, Alexis de 
Tocqueville, who noted back in the 
early 1800s that “Americans of all 
ages, all conditions and all disposi- 
tions constantly form associations 
.. religious, moral, serious, futile, 
restricted, enormous or 
dimunitive.” 

Almost 14,000 societies, associa- 
tions, leagues, brotherhoods or 
sisterhoods and other organiza- 
tions of national importance are 
listed in the Gale Research Co.’s 
Encyclopedia of Associations. No 
one knows how many more must 
exist on a state or local basis. 

According to Terre Haute’s first 
city directory, published in 1858, 
the city boasted of its three 
newspapers, five banks and 13 
churches. It also was very proud of 
its four Masonic lodges — Social 
Lodge No. 86, Terre Haute Council 
No. 8, Terre Haute Chapter No. 11 
and Terre Haute Lodge No. 19. 

The Odd Fellows (I.0.0.F.) had 
established Terre Haute Lodge No. 
61, Fort Harrison Lodge No. 156, 
Vigo Encampment No. 17 and the 
Daughters of Rebekah. 

The Evening Star Temple of 
Honor No. 50 met at its quarters 
over the American Express Office, 
west side of the court house square 
every Monday evening. The Morn- 
ing Star Social Temple No. 38 met 
on Friday evenings, while the 
Excelsior Degree Temple of Honor 
No. 29 met at Templars Hall twice 
a month. 

Two local benevolent societies 
met regularly — the German 
Benevolent Society met monthly at 
the Union House on Wabash 
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between Fourth and Fifth streets. 
The Hibernian Benevolent Society 
met twice a month in the “hall over 
the Old America, Market Street, 
north of Wabash Street.” 

In 1858 Terre Haute boasted of 
five halls — City Hall, Market 
north of Ohio; Carr’s Hall, corner 
Fourth and Walnut; Corinthian 
Hall, corner Wabash and Market; 
Masonic Hall, Second between 
Wabash and Ohio; Odd Fellows 
Hall, Wabash between Fourth and 
Fifth; and St. Charles Hall, corner 
Market and Cherry streets. 

By the 1880s, local men had 
fought in the Civil War, and those 
who returned joined military or- 
ganizations, The Dick Thompson 
Zouaves, formed in 1883, met at 
the Armory, 22'2 S. Third St. The 
Hager Veterans, organized in 1879, 
met at the Armory Savings Bank 
Block. The McKeen Rifles, formed 
in 1884, met in the Armory, 
northwest corner Sixth and Main. 
Terre Haute Light Artillery met in 


the Armory at 228% Main. Some of 
this group lived in West Terre 
Haute. 


Musical societies included the 
Apollo Band and Orchestra, 322 
Ohio; Oratorio Society, organized 
1877, which met at Normal School; 
the Caecilia Singing Society which 
met at the southwest corner of 
Fifth and Main; the Ringgold Band 
which met at Dowling Hall; and the 
Terre Haute Maennerchor which 
met twice a week at Turner Hall, 
on Ninth Street between Main and 
Ohio. 

A century ago, the city directory 
listed 38 miscellaneous societies, 
unions and clubs. They included 
the Altar Society of St. Joseph’s 
Church; Amalgamated Association 
of Iron & Steel Workers; four 
Divisions of the Ancient Order 
Hibernians; Chautauqua Literary 
& Scientific Circle; Cigar Makers 
Protective Union No. 50; Coopers 
Protective Association of North 
America, Division No. 2; and the 
Decorative Arts Society. 

Also: the Fire Underwriters; Fort 
Harrison Club; German Aid & 
Benevolent Association; Hebrew 
Ladies’ Aid Society; Hibernian 
Benevolent Society; Iron Molders’ 
Union (M.U. of N.A. No. 17); 
Knights of Father Matthew; 
Knights of Erin; Ladies’ Aid Socie- 
ty; Nail Plate Feeders’ Association, 
Occidental Literary Society; and 
the Paper Hangers’ Association of 
Terre Haute. 

In addition: the Physicians’ 
Protective Association; Pythonian 
Literary Society; St. Joseph’s Total 
Abstinence Society; Terre Haute 
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Social Club; Terre Haute 
Horticultural Society; Terre Haute 
Law Club; -Terre Haute Typo- 
graphical Union; Terre Haute Turn 
Verin; Terre Haute Liquor Dealers’ 
Association; Terre Haute Literary 
Club; Vigo County Bible Society; 
Vigo County Medical Society; Vigo 
County Temperance Council; Vigo 
Trotting Association; Woman’s Re- 
ading Club; and the Young Ladies’ 
Sodality of St. Joseph’s Church. 

The list of secret societies in 1884 
went on and on. By this time, there 
were eight Masonic lodges; their 
hall was at 64414 Main St. The Odd 
Fellows now had six lodges; their 
hall at 654'% Main St. There were 
five groups of Knights of Pythias; 
two groups of Independent Order 
Foresters; seven groups of the 
Ancient Order United Workmen; 
and Freya Lodge No. 5 of the 

ruids. 

Also, Knights of the Golden Rule; 
seven lodges of the Knights of 
Honor; the Royal Arcanum Lodge; 
the Gan Eden Lodge No. 110 of the 
1.0.B.B.; the Grand Army of the 
Republic; Order of Chosen Friends; 
American Legion of Honor; 
Brotherhoods of Locomotive 
Firemen and Engineers; Order of 
Railway Conductors; Royal 
Templars of Temperance; and the 
Independent Order of Good 
Templars. 

If by chance there was not a 
lodge meeting to attend, men could 
frequent two beer gardens, four 
billiard halls, 19 restaurants and 
116 saloons in 1884. And the Terre 
Haute Base Ball Association was 
located at 405% Main St. 
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